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BOLINGBROOK GARDEN CLUB 
OPEN HOUSE 


Thursday, June 8, 2000 - 7:30pw 
Hubert H. Humphrey Middle School 


Lh 


777 Falcon Ridge Way 


A Welcome to Prospective Members and Guests 


Presentations: Container Gardens, Roses, Garden Gifts and Perennials 
Meet Club Members and View Their Garden Photos 
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Snall Five rangement 


FLORAL ARRANGEMENT GUIDELINES 


10s An arrangement should be at lease one and a half times 
the height of a tall container or one and a half times as 
tall as the width of a low elongated container. 


2. Use odd numbers of flowers if you are using less than 
ten of one kind in an arrangement. This will avoid lining 
up of flowers in awkward geometric shapes. 


3. Avoid crossing lines and lines that abruptly change 
direction. 
4. Use smaller flowers farthest from the focal area and 


gradually increase flower size as you move toward the focal 
area. 


5. Flowers farthest from the focal area should be farthest 
apart, gradually getting closer together as you move toward 
the focal area. Avoid equal spacing of flowers. 


6. Flowers should not crowd or touch each other. Sink 
some flowers in for depth. Leave space around the flowers 
and fill in with greenery. 


ae The focal point should be prominent, standing out 
closest to the viewer. Don't push in the focal point by 
overshadowing it with other flowers. 


8. Filler or secondary flowers should repeat the shape of 
the design in a rhythmic way. If you looked at just the 
filler, it should reveal the design shape with closer 
spacing near the focal area. 


9. Keep flowers from lining up in distracting patterns so 
the design is not rigid. 


10. Gradually face backward some of the flowers near the 
edge of the design to increase depth (go around corners). 


11. Don't use too many colors. Three to four colors and 
types of flowers is sufficient. 


12. Hide the mechanics used to support flowers. 


| FLORAL DESIGN AND MARKETING by Gary A. Anderson 


GUIDE TO SELECTING APPROPRIATE 
CONTAINERS FOR ARRANGEMENTS 


Selecting containers that are appropriate for arrangements is fundamental to 
a designers success. With this chart, we offer suggestions as to which contain- 
ers are best used with todays most popular arrangement styles. Obviously, 
there are some exceptions; use this chart as a guide and quick reference, not 
necessarily as the final word for your selection of containers. 

Bill Hixson, noted American floral designer and instructor, once wrote of 
containers: “As the picture frame is to the artist, so the container is to the flower 
arranger. Each serves to contain, accent, and properly 
display the finished product.” 
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FOUNTAINDALE LIBRARY 


CREATED BY: DEL HANOVER 
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Canticle Place 


a rden Walks 


June 15 
Martha Davis, 352 Forest Court, Bolingbrook 
Beth Geiger, 454 Alcester Circle, Bolingbrook 
June 29 
Maribeth Surma, 233 St. Andrews Drive, Bolingbrook 
Brenda Kimmel, 237 St. Andrews Drive, Bolingbrook 


Carol Powley, 771 Bonnie Brae Court, Bolingbrook 
Anne Vinyard, 947 Blue Aster Drive, Romeoville 


July 13 


Chery! Pilipuf, 1392 Waterside Drive, Bolingbrook 


July 27 


Victoria Jackson, 942 Pennwood Lane, Bolingbrook 
Sonja Winkler, 946 Pennwood Lane, Bolingbrook 


August 5 


Ball Seed Display Gardens, 622 Town Road, West Chicago 


August 19 


Deb Ebenroth, 138 Valley Drive, Bolingbrook 
Debbie Eagle, 2 Shilling Court, Bolingbrook 


ours OLD Ye 


Jew epussg 
‘& ‘uUeBWUdI\\ Uber ‘Ae|MOd 
JoseD ‘YOIWI] Suuees] ‘euUNS YjequeV/\ 


Jebie5 ued 
‘Z01q eupy 
‘apulM eluos 


ujoluegy geq ‘HOH UUs ‘e}e|ey euuAq 


rae >~<aaeeiene 4 = ROT 


> 

~~ 
= 
al 
— 
a 


SS 
a ee 


eByejey auuA ‘(jsenB) Ajjouuog Arey] ‘Aajmod |0JeD 
‘ep uesng ‘ejbey eiqqeq ‘jewwly epuselg ~~ 


II!7 eulpes 


‘SIAR BUN ‘ely UeSNS ‘eyejey euUAT ‘(jsenb) AjjeuuoD Arew 
‘g9/6eg elqqeg ‘Ae|mod jolen.‘2 ‘Jedsey euuelel) 


BWINS YJequey| ‘Aejmog jose9 


SO¥SE] 21/07 ‘a/6e3 elqgeq ‘euUNg yjequey ‘jewWy epusig § §— “PY (PUD 2 
‘17 eulyeg ‘Jedsey SUUBLIEW\ ‘Rey uesns 


BUWUINS YjJequeyy 
‘SO¥SE]] 8107 


eyejey OUUAT 
(sen6) Ajjeuuod Mew 


— -é fewng yjequeyy 1 Sul 
‘soyse] e107 ‘ejbeg 
* rt ae ta 


Pa 


e yO} Apuld ‘yoH uuAT ‘Aamo jose9 
€ A2UWAPIVA YE} Vio) "Wo, 


Ja}siig 997 ‘siAeg eye ‘Je6le5 yjeg ‘1/7 euley 


‘yooys Apuig ‘(ysen6) ysin4 esneq ‘i!7 SUES 
‘uosoeP BLIOJOIA ‘JNdijld |AJEUD Yyebie5 uleg 


uosyoer BLOyl/ ‘II! eulves 
(ysen6) ysInj ene] “ZoJg eupZ 


b.. 
rol ee | A 


| Flanover, Lois 


SSeS. 


. 


Nhe Cbenrath Residence 


4 
c 


. juezuap-jeddad 
eaJiseq ‘ujoJUegy qeq ‘UOsyoer 
BLOJIA ‘SIAEG BYLeW Jesig 92] 


TY yp Pag Fae, 
‘pans 


M 


ep 


9/623 elqgaq ‘siaeq eyyey ‘yjoiueq3 qe 
SSS SERETR 


Pe ey ay 


aeiegea 


hunpuog), pag) 963 
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The Garden Clubs of Illinois, 


Inc. 


73 Annual Meeting 


April 9-10, 2000 
Hilton Northbrook Hotel, Northbrook 
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Plant|Purchasinglexpedttion 
: 


Connor Shaw (owner), Deb Ebenroth, Susan Klatt 


4K. 


Lynne Kaiata, Target TSS, 
Carol Powley, Anne Vinyard, 
Target employee 


947 Blue Aster Dr. 
Romeoville, IL 60446 

(815) 886-2538 

e-mail: platycodon@aol.com 
August 18, 2000 


Mr. Juan Jose Villarreal 
Assets Protection Team Lead 
1188 West Boughton Road 
Bolingbrook, Il 60440 


Dear Mr. Villarreal, 


The Bolingbrook Garden Club wishes to thank you for making the bags of 
potting soil and soil amendments available to us. These will be used to 
AY pot up plants from our own gardens for our annual fundraiser. These 
; Ya } funds are used to pay for activities such as meeting programs, 
» y contributions towards scholarship funds, and the purchase of pian. for 
| ney civic improvement projects. 


Sincerely; Vi , 
Lb af 
Uv ; 

Anne Vinyard 


Civic Project Design 
Hubert H. Humphrey Middle 
School Project 


‘Walt Pawley (BGC Spouse) 


HUBERT H. HUMPHREY MIDDLE SCHOOL 


777 Falcon Ridge Way - Bolingbrook, IL 60440 - 630/972-9240 
FAX # - 630/739-8521 


RONALD A. KRAUSE 
Principal 
Tuesday, September 05, 2000 


Mr. Larry Urlowski 

Store Manager 
Bolingbrook Home Depot 
105 N. Naperville Rd. 
Bolingbrook, IL 60490 


JANE M. ELuNGSwoRTH 
Associate Principal 


WILLIAM J. LECH 
Dean of Students y 
Dear Mr. Urlowski, 


Humphrey Middle School and the Bolingbrook Garden Club have entered into a 
partnership to design and create a “working garden” to not only beautify our grounds, 
but act as an outside science lab for our students. This project is being financed through 
various grants and generous donations from businesses in the area. 


Mary ANN BUCHANAN 
Special Education 


We are requesting that your store donate 80 pieces of CCA treated 4X4X8 timbers 
which will outline our walking path. Enclosed is the diagram of our project. I’m sure 
you'll agree that this will be a very professional garden which will serve our students 
for years to come. 


Thank you for considering our request, as I’m sure you are bombarded by various 
organizations throughout the area. If you need any further information or 
documentation to help sway your decision in our favor, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at 630-972-9240. 


Sincerely, 


— 2) Yew 
Ronald A. Krause oN 
Principal 
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SK Landscape Design Comes 
No The Garden Clubs of Illinois, Inc. 


ANNUAL REPORT 2000-2001 
JODY BAILEY, CHAIRMAN 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE LANDSCAPE DESIGN COUNCIL WILL BE HELD THURSDAY, 
MARCH 29, 2001 AT THE BARRINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY. MARILYN ALAIMO WILL 
PRESENT A PROGRAM ENTITLED “O.C. SIMONDS, THE DEAN OF RURAL CEMETERY 
DESIGN”. ELECTION AND INSTALLATION OF THE FOLLOWING NOMINEES WILL TAKE 
PLACE PRIOR TO THE PROGRAM. 
LDC CHAIRMAN PAMELA WOLFE 
TREASURER GLORIA HERAMB 
CORR. SEC. PATRICIA CONDON 
THE FOLLOWING TOURS AND PROGRAMS WERE OFFERED TO THE MEMBERS. 
TOUR OF “PARKS AND BOULEVARDS” FOR LDC SCHOOL. 
TOUR OF ALLERTON PARK, DOWNSTATE. 
TOUR OF “PING TOM MEMORIAL GARDEN”, CHICAGO 
TOUR SEARS TOWER AND LUNCH AT QUINCY GRILLE. 


ANNUAL MEETING, BARRINGTON, IL. 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN COUNCIL PRESENTED A COPY OF “STEWARDS OF THE LAND” TO THE 
MORTON ARBORETUM FOR THEIR LIBRARY. 


THIS CHAIRMAN ATTENDED THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS; 


GARDEN CLUBS OF ILLINOIS ANNUAL MEETING APRIL, 2000. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE GARDEN CLUBS ANNUAL MEETING MAY 2000 IN SAN 
DIEGO. 

CENTRAL DISTRICT MEETING IN MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. OCTOBER 2000. 

WILL ATTEND DISTRICT IX ANNUAL MEETING, MARCH 2001. 

WILL ATTEND GCI ANNUAL MEETING APRIL, 2001. 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
JODY BAILEY, CHAIRMAN 


A MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN COUNCIL AWARD 


AWARD #24A 


BOLINGBROOK GARDEN CLUB 
BOLINGBROOK, IL 60440 


35 Members 


Submitted by: Anne Vinyard, Historian 2000 
947 Blue Aster Drive 
Romeoville, IL 60446 


The Bolingbrook Garden Club presents for consideration the landscape design for the 
Gymnasium Entrance of Hubert H. Humphrey Middle School, Bolingbrook, IL 60440. Our 
objectives were to provide a means of educating our members about the design process for 
planting, irrigation, and lighting the landscape, to benefit the community by providing a more 
visually pleasing and educationally enriching environment at the school, and to encourage 
students to care about their school by providing an ownership interest when they see the plants 
they planted grow. Hopefilly, this project will create enough interest that some students will 
pursue a lifelong interest in Horticulture. 
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Sponsor A Plant Fundraising 
A Special Thank You! 


During the summer of 1999, Renita Radtke, president of the Parent Teacher Organization at Hubert 
H. Humphrey Middle School in Bolingbrook, IL, asked Carol Powley, her neighbor and garden club 
member, if the garden club would be interested in creating a landscape design for the area near the 
gymnasium entrance. Mr. Ronald Krause, principal, Renita, Carol and Anne Vinyard, another 
garden club member, met to discuss the feasibility of the project. Topics covered the availability of 
water and electricity, current site usage and maintenance, funding for installation and maintenance, 
procedures for obtaining the school district’s approval, and how the site could be maintained in the 
future. 


The Civic Committee realized the cost of this project would cause it to become long-term in nature. 
The garden club wants the project to be a long-term success but not the only civic project for which 
we utilize our resources in the future. The project was presented to the garden club for approval 
with the following recommendations: 1) all design work would be done by the garden club, 2) no 
installation of plant material would be begin until after an automatic irrigation system was installed, 
3) the school would secure all sources of funding, 4) labor for the installation of the project would 
be provided by the PTO, 5) the garden club would provide advice during installations, and 6) the 
principal would establish a feasible, long-term maintenance strategy. The club was also told that 
there was no current funding available for the project and that our club would have to absorb the 
design committee’s research and presentation costs. 


After the club granted approval, Beth Geiger, Civic Committee Co-Chairman, Renita, Carol and 
Anne met with Mr. Krause to review both our club’s approval conditions and his specific goals for 
the project. His goals were: 1) incorporate the project into the curriculum, 2) minimize additional 
staff maintenance labor, 3) incorporate plants into the design with interest during the school year, 4) 
be aware of safety concerns with the choice of specific plants, 5) use ornamental grasses in the 
design, and 6) include a water feature. Because they are required to perform “community service” 
hours, students in the Honors Club would be available to perform maintenance tasks. 


We not only adopted the project as a means of improving the community; but, also, as a way in 
which our members could gain insight into the design process. A meeting was held on November 6, 
1999 to outline the scope of the project and enormous time commitment for prospective design 
committee members: 


Plant Research—The Morton Arboretum’s lists of trees and shrubs for the 
Chicagoland area and the Possibility Place Nursery Catalogue would be used as a 
starting point to create lists of potential plant choices. Comprehensive spreadsheets 
of plant culture and physical characteristics would need to be compiled along with 
pictures of the plants. 


Planting Design—Design committee members would learn how to take measurements and 
record microclimate observations to create a scaled base plan. Each member would also 
learn how to draw design elements to scale in plan view. The design committee established 
the following additional design goals: 1) provide places for picture taking at graduation and 
other events, 2) create a night-lighting plan, 3) control the walkways into and thru the site, 4) 
unite the design with existing architectural elements, 5) an automatic water refill system was 
needed for the water feature, 6) the water feature should not be the major focal point of the 
design, and 7) it should be visually pleasing from the parking lot while being comfortable to 
walk in at night. 


Diorama Creation—A visual representation of the plan to convey the design concept to non- 
gardeners would be necessary to raise the funds needed to implement the project. 


Irrigation System Design—The committee would research the design principles and create a 
plan for an automatic irrigation system. They would also attend an installation seminar 
hosted by Home Depot to better understand the physical processes involved with installing 
an automatic, underground system. 


Low-Voltage Lighting Design—Low-voltage lighting installations would be observed and 
theoretical design materials would be read to understand the principles of lighting design. 
Light fixtures, cables, transformers, lamps and connectors would be set-up at a committee 
meeting so design choices could be better understood and installation procedures could be 
practiced. 


Budget Preparation—An estimate of funds needed to complete the project would be 
compiled. 


Maintenance Instructions— A “how-to manual” to take care of the irrigation system would 
be needed as well as plant care instructions. 


Committee members took part in all aspects of the project and all design decisions were made by a 
majority vote. Meetings were held on Sunday evenings from 6 to 9 p.m. beginning on November 
14. Other than the chairman, no member of the committee had ever taken a formal class in 
landscape design. The members of the committee were: Anne Vinyard, chairman, Martha Davis, 
Lynne Kalata, Marianne Kaspar, Susan Klatt, and Carol Powley. Before each meeting, 
“homework” was prepared. 


The planting design was completed near the end of January and submitted to Mr. Krause. The 
school district’s landscape architect and maintenance staff reviewed it. No changes were requested. 
The newly enacted laws regarding irrigation system installation required many phone calls by our 
committee and the school’s staff to establish the procedures to have it legally installed. The 
planting design was presented to the PTO at their March meeting. The design process was 
completed at the beginning of April when the irrigation parts were stocked at Home Depot and we 
attended the irrigation system installation seminar. 


The Valley View Educational Enrichment Foundation provided most of the funding for the 
irrigation system with the balance being provided by Humphrey Middle School Student 
Government. Installation of the outside portion of the system was on August 12, 2000. Members 
of the garden club, the PTO and volunteers from Target provided the labor. A PTO member had 
access to atrencher. The district staff is responsible for attaching it to the interior water supply. 


The first fundraising event was held during the Open House on September 21, 2000. It began the 
“Sponsor A Plant” program. Donors can specify which particular plant they wished their 
contributions to purchase. Other fundraising plans include a Garden Walk and Fine Arts 
Extravaganza on June 23, 2001. The application to the Valley View Educational Enrichment 
Foundation for major corporate sponsorship is due February 1, 2001. Local businesses and the 
village government will be asked for their support. The garden club will also submit applications 
for PETALS and EXXON grants, as they are due. 


The Bolingbrook Garden Club voted to allocate the funds to purchase three trees—Amelanchier 
laevis, Carpinus caroliniana and Malus ‘Prairiefire’. These were installed on September 23, 2000. 
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The Hemlock is chosen because it is evergreen and 
tolerates shade. 


Exact bench placement and size has been 
determined. 


The pathway will be grass, edged with countersunk 
4x 4s. Lawnmower wheels can run on them and 
minimizes maintenance time by doing away with 
edging. 


The short hedge surrounding the site is needed to 
catch garbage blowing off the parking lot. 


A necessary entry point to the grass area around the 
hydrant is created for lawnmower passage. 


Most plant heights have been decided upon but not 
widths, numbers of plants, or what the plant should 
be—that is the “homework.” 


Wek ou Notes: Same kta ,e ., means same pleat Haigis are gnin- you provide the width 
1 Hs hecbersons To tung (cam vichde everyres) antl wad byes Cornus mas (i6:20u) 
Or namintel Tres - They con be all the same ov all f d (6) CE dent brain 3 thie 

different — wet De Vactahis f crabappes shold be eomiderng 

Please place an+ inthe enter F cach ends yeu draw 4. © 

JH you put ima grouping ofthe same plent, please lak * Og? 


Note: bolted Utes’ -'do. you. waat: Mhis *pato” ar not or : Sh Seala- (lille; 2 
do'yau' wat *patio*on only ene, side of EAU: sideuabk, 2 | “fox [0° 
Le; “patio” on the Sth or Sowth oft sidewaths : 
Noles “the iberd “Beadh* & urilen. where we agrad i tp bach wi did i 
not pacer on beach sire / type, Host public: p' ts do wot. ike fo hae 
benches wf backs the aoe ‘peaole: Front: sletpiny on 1t: 
Nolo: Dashed cireles = Fire. sateby cade Qo): 7 : sane’ 


ea 


We determined where the shadows were to be at the 

spring and fall equinoxes. We also determined 

| where the shadow line would be at the summer 

solstice. A committee member counted the rows of 
bricks in the building and took measurements of the 
row heights to determine the height of the building. 


As we focused on a particular area, we used scaled, 
cutout circles to decide where to place the plants 
and how many were needed. We then referred to 
our spreadsheets to determine which plants were 
suitable in that particular site. Plant by plant voting 
determined which were chosen. 
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Instead we are going to move a tree. A club member works in the 
nursery at The Morton Arboretum and has provided instructions on 
how to root prune to prepare the tree for the move. 
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Plant List 


Spirea x bumalda ‘Anthony Waterer' 
Spirea 

Euonymus alatus 
Burning Bush 


_Rosa virginiana 


Rose 
Amelanchier laevis 
Shadblow 
Hamamelis vernalis 
Spring Withhazel 
Tsuga canadensis 
Hemlock 
Aesculus parviflora 
Bottlebrush Buckeye 
Fothergilla gardenii 
Dwarf Fothergilla 
Viburnum carlesii ‘Compactum' 
Compact Koreanspice Viburnum 
Kerria japonica 
Japanese Kerria 
Stephanadra incisa “Crispa' 
; Cutleaf Stephanadra 
Malus x ‘Prairiefire’ 
Prairiefire Crabapple 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Nippon' 
Nippon Maiden Grass 
Panicum virgatum ‘Shenandoah’ 
Shenandoah Maiden Grass 


Miscanthus sinensis “Morning Light’ 


Morning Light Maiden Grass 
Vinca minor--with accents of perennial flowers 

Evergreen Periwinkle 
Carpinus caroliniana 

Blue Beech 
Cotoneaster x ‘Hessii' 

Hessii Cotoneaster 
Aronia melanocarpa 

Black Chokeberry 
Hydrangea quercifolia 

Oakleaf Hydrangea 
Buxus microphylla ‘Glencoe’ 

Glencoe Boxwood 
Viburnum x juddii 

Judd Viburnum 
Cornus alternifolia 

Pagoda Dogwood 
Kerria japonica 

Japanese Kerria 
Matteucia pennsylvanica 

Ostrich Fern 
Hosta plantiginea 

Hosta 


Pachysanara terminalis-with underplanting of spring blooming bulbs 


Japanese Spurge 
Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis—existing 
Thornless Honeylocust 
turf 
e Grass 
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Learning to wire a low voltage 
lighting system allowed us to 
take various fixtures outside on 
a cold February night and see 
how fixtures and wattages 
changed the lighting effects. 


The walkways need to be 
illuminated for safety. The 
plants and spaces will be lit for 
dramatic effects and safety. 
Installing the moonlighting in 
the Honeylocusts should be fun! 
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People and businesses may be more willing to donate time 
and money for a project if they can visualize it. So, we 


created a diorama at 4” scale. 


The diorama was presented at a Parent Teacher 
Organization meeting. It was then left at the school for a 
several weeks so all of the students could learn about the 
project. This fall, it was displayed at the “Open House” 
and used for the Sponsor a Plant Fundraising. 
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‘The Bolingbrook Sun / Fiiday, June; 2000'- 5 


| Vasna Wilson / Saf photographer 
The Bolingbrook Garden Club held its annual plant sale last month, offering perennials as well as annuals. Proceeds benefit the club, which spent a year 
planning a lighted and irrigated garden in front of Hubert H. Humphrey Middle School. 


Gardening on a grand scale 
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Gardening on a grand scale 


BOLINGBROOK GARDEN CLUB TAKES ON ELABORATE PROJECT FOR HUMPHREY MIDDLE SCHOOL 


By Lauren Kraft 
STAFF WRITER 


hat began as a vague idea to beautify a bare 
10,000-square-foot field in front of Hubert H. 
Humphrey Middle School less than a year ago 
has grown into a full-fledged yearlong plan to add a 
blooming community garden and plant study center. 
When the PTO and principal Ron Krause put their 
heads together to plan a school improvement project, 
they were delighted to see a community club take over 
and build the project beyond their wildest dreams. 
“My image was very dwarfed in comparison to what 
they had in mind,” Krause said. “It blew me away.” 
Instead of the couple of hostas and shrubs Krause 
had in mind, the Bolingbrook Garden Club came up 
with an elaborate plan consisting of several stages of de 
velopment including annuals, perennials, shrubs, trees, 
lighting and irrigation systems, benches and paths. 
Up to this point the area outside the gymnasium en- 
trance was barren save for three trees. 
“I was speechless when they presented it to me at 
first,” Krause said. “We just wanted to make the front of 
the building little more aesthetically pleasing.” 


It was PTO member Renita Radtke’s idea to hit up 
her neighbor of nine years, Carol Powley, for the help. 

Powley’s wooded yard is constantly changing, but al- 
ways spectacular. It grows as a testament to garden 
club members everywhere. A member of the Boling- 
brook Garden Club since its 1993 inception, Powley is 
now president. 

Powley is not a certified horticulturist, but she is an 
avid backyard gardener who knows enough to tend an 
inviting garden. Put Powley and the rest of the mem- 
bers of the 33-member club together and the result is a 
professional-level group. 

“] was really impressed with (the club’s) detail,” 
Radtke said. “It just blew my mind away to realize (they 
are) all volunteers.” 

The club’s vision of the project took more than three 
months of planning to develop. After establishing a com- 
mittee for the design of the project, they dedicated them- 
selves to meeting every two weeks for three hours at a 
time under the supervision of chairwoman Anne Vin- 
yard, a freelance landscape designer, to discuss ideas. 

Vinyard broke down the project into four categories: 
plants; shrubs, evergreens and trees. She instructed 


the club members to do research on each plant they 
proposed to make sure the it could withstand wind, 
salt, water and children. 

This way the club turned a civic project into a learn- 
ing experience for themselves. 

“The purpose of the (project) is to teach and train us 
on different facets of the design itself,” Powley said. 
“(Vinyard) would pitch out questions to us and this 
would help us learn.” 

The club looked through lists from the Morton Ar- 
boretum describing trees and shrubs safe for the Chica- 
go area then made a spreadsheet detailing the charac- 
teristics of each one. They drew pictures of each plant 
and made a scale replica of what the site will look like. 

They needed to decide where to put plants with spe- 
cial needs without sacrificing the design of the garden. 

Another criteria the club worked with was finding a 
way to involve the children of the middle school in the 
idea of the garden. 

Finding plants that would not have thorns or attract 
bees was just the first step. The club found a way to incor- 
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porate the science classes’ curricu- 
lum into the planning. 

“We wanted to work the children 
into it,” Powley said. “If they have an 
interest, they will take care of it.” 

Krause said the students already 
tend gardens in the back of the 
school, but this will give them a 
chance to see a working environ- 
ment of plants, 

“They can have a living lab, so to 
speak,” Krause said. “That was a 
bonus.” 

The shop classes jumped on the 
train too — they will be building the 
benches to go around the path. 

Although the club is getting help 
from the community, they still can- 

_ not carry the project by themselves. 
It not only will cost thousands of 
dollars, but will take hundreds of 
man-hours to complete. 

The members have asked differ- 
ent businesses to donate time and 

| materials, but are still applying for 

| grants from the Valley View Educa- 
tional Enrichment Foundation, the 

Illinois Department of Natural Re- 

' sources and the state and national 

' Garden Clubs of America. They 
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Bolingbrook 
Garden Club 


The Bolingbrook Garden Club 
will have an open house at 7:30 
p.m. June 8 at the Hubert H. 
Humphrey Middle School, 777 
Falcon Ridge Way, Bolingbrook, 
to welcome prospective mem- 


bers and guests. 


Anyone interested in contributing 
to the project may come for addi- 
tional information. 


Annual dues for the club are $15, 
which includes a subscription to 
the Garden Clubs of Illinois publi- 
cation, “Garden Glories.” 


also hope to see more volunteer 
time come out of the community. 

“(The PTO) still would like to see 
more parent involvement,” Radtke 
said. 
However, the PTO is over- 
whelmed by the dedication of the 
garden club. 

“| think that these ladies are real- 
ly spectacular that they want to im- 
prove their community with noth- 
ing back,” Radtke said. 
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The Bolingbrook Garden Club donated the 
funds and provided pick-up and delivery of 
three trees: Carpinus caroliniana, 
Amelanchier laevis, and Malus x 
‘Prairiefire.’ Garden Club members, 
spouses, PTO members, and Humphrey 
Middle School students combined to plant 
the trees on September 23, 2000. Mulch 
will soon be added. 


The Garden Club provided assistance to the PTO by 
explaining the landscaping project to parents at the 
Humphrey Middle School Open House. We also 
helped create posters showing pictures of all the 
plants in bloom and/or fall color. The Sponsor a 
Plant record keeping notebook and donation 


receipts also needed to be made. All donors were 
thanked with a silk rose. 


The very best “Thank You!” we could have 

received is pictured to the right. After we 
presented the plans, Mr. Krause surprised us 
and offered a permanent “home,” free of 
charge, as long as he is principal—the plans 

| are until 2012. Our club led a vagabond 

| existence due to the scarcity of late evening 

| meeting rooms in Bolingbrook. We would 

| move from place to place depending on the 

| month. We were actually considering 

| changing the meeting night, even though we 

| would lose some long time members, so we 

| could stay at a consistent location. We 

| began meeting at Hubert H. Humphrey 

| Middle School in June 2000! 


Exxon Awards 1999-2000 Guidelines 


Civic Development 


Civic Development concerns itself with any project sponsored by local 
garden clubs in the development and improvement of the community. It is any 
project that improves the community parks, playground, nature preserves, 
facilities for senior citizens, and the like. 4 th 
Look for areas that need help to be beautified--Library, Parks, Highways, : 
Hospitals, Schools, Bike Trails, Busy Intersections, Historical Buildings, etc. f ee | 
You can work together with other community groups. Publicity is very important. ‘ae 
Share you knowledge and resources to improve your community. 


The Exxon Corporation offers Cash Awards for outstanding Civic 
Development Garden Club Projects. Cash awards available are $100, $200, $300, 
$500, & $1000 per region. These awards will be given at the National eee 
Convention. a 


1. Adult Garden Clubs Division for a project sponsored by local ae 
garden clubs that improves the community, parks, playgrounds, 
nature preserves, facilities for senior citizens, and the like. 


2. Children Division (New this year) for a Garden Project. See 
the fall National Gardener for more details. 


Scale of Points for judging: 


50 points Scope of Project 
20 points Suitability to needs 

20 points Member participation 
10 points Innovative aspects 


Deadline for Book of Evidence December 1, 2000 


Sent to GCI Civic Development Chairman 
Marion Nelson 

404 North Maple 

Trenton, IL 62293-1741 


Exxon Civic Development 
Annual Report 
2000-2001 


Submitted to the Central Region Chairman Jeanette Muench were four books of 
evidence, those being from: Field and Flower Garden Club of Barrington on a Butterfly, 
Bird and Bug Garden, CaREE Club of Decatur on a Butterfly Garden, Bollingbrook 
Garden Club on the Landscapmg 1m Entrance and Prestwick Garden Club on 
aecocine a Prairie for the Public prey 


Marian Nelson 
Exxon Civic Development Chairman 


